This is a cognitive pragmatic study of the use of the items of epistemic modality in a narrative fiction. 
refers to the -aspects of meaning which cause sentences to be about the nonfactual, that is, about the alternative possibilities for how things could be". However, there is a closed set of verbs which are formally, semantically, and syntactically identifiable as the items of modality which is often found to be so complex that -there is, perhaps, no area of English grammar that is both more important and more difficult than the system of modals‖. The 
